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The Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 

Sunday, May 17, 2020 

10:30 a.m.  E-Church 
 

Welcome to Holy Nativity! 
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Prelude  “Meditation on Crimond” (J. Stuart Archer)                                                           John Durgan, organist 
                   
 

The Word of God 
 
 
Processional Hymn “O Love of God, how strong and true”                                                                    Hymn #455 
 

Children’s Time 
 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 
   Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
 
People   The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
The Celebrant may say 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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The following song of praise is sung, all standing 
 
Song of Praise “Glory to God”                                                                                                         Hymnal #S-280 
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The Collect of the Day 
 
The Celebrant says to the people 
 The Lord be with you. 
People        And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
 
O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our understanding: Pour 
into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain 
your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
The people sit. 
 

The Lessons 
 
A Reading from Acts 17:22-31 
 
Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in every 
way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among 
them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I 
proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, 
does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed 
anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. From one ancestor he made 
all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of 
the places where they would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find 
him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; 
as even some of your own poets have said, 

‘For we too are his offspring.’ 
Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image 
formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, 
now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will have the 
world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all 
by raising him from the dead.”  The Word of the Lord 

 
People  Thanks be to God.   
 
Psalm 66:7-18  Jubilate Deo 
 

7 Bless our God, you peoples; * 
make the voice of his praise to be heard; 

 
8 Who holds our souls in life, * 

and will not allow our feet to slip. 
 
9 For you, O God, have proved us; * 

you have tried us just as silver is tried. 
 
10 You brought us into the snare; * 

you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 
 
11 You let enemies ride over our heads; 

we went through fire and water; * 
but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 
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12 I will enter your house with burnt-offerings 
and will pay you my vows, * 
which I promised with my lips 
and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 

 
13 I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts 

with the smoke of rams; * 
I will give you oxen and goats. 

 
14 Come and listen, all you who fear God, * 

and I will tell you what he has done for me. 
 
15 I called out to him with my mouth, * 

and his praise was on my tongue. 
 
16 If I had found evil in my heart, * 

the Lord would not have heard me; 
 
17 But in truth God has heard me; * 

he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 
 
18 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, * 

nor withheld his love from me. 

A Reading 1 Peter 3:13-22 

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suffer for doing what is 
right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify 
Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for 
the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when 
you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. For it is 
better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God's will, than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ 
also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was 
put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation to 
the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, 
during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. And 
baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you-- not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to 
God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at 
the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.   The Word of the Lord 
 
People  Thanks be to God.   
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Sequence Hymn: “Like the murmur of the dove’s song”                                                                           Hymn # 513 
 
 

 
 
                                                                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 
 
 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  (14:15-21) 
 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said, ”If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give 
you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 
because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in 
you. 
 
”I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, but 
you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and 
you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and 
those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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The Sermon                                                  The Rev. Tom Weller 
 
On Sundays and other Major Feasts there follows, all standing 

 
The Nicene Creed  
 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 

The Prayers of the People: Form III    
 
People may remain standing, kneel, or sit reverently. 
The Leader and People pray responsively 
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 
Silence 
 
The Leader and People pray responsively 
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
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We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
Give to the departed eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.  
Silence 
 
 

Remember in Prayer 
(Names stay on the list for 3 months. If someone needs to stay on longer, contact Madge Smith at  

madge@holy-nativity.org or 747-4000. Always get permission from the person before you add them.) 

 
From our congregation: Bruce McLawhorn, Harry Cooper, Audrey Powell, Betty Grammer,  Alice Kinney, 
Carl Harris, Tass and family, Mary Troxell, Nell Barnett, John Mason, Sarah Mason, Lou Churchill, Mike 
Harding, Malinda Kelly, Hannah Davis, Ursula Hixson, Charlotte Battin, Olivia Clemons, Margaret Young, Pat 
Spangler, Robert Dozar, Inge Churchill, Gayle Ahrens, Tim Phillips, Casey Cole and family, Bert Churchill.    
 

For our friends: Peter Sumpton, Arthur Reedie, Jonathan, Bob Hauser, Ruth Geers, Lozella Massie, Judy 
Griffith, Holly Merritt, Necie King Nix, Harper Grace Christian, Melinda Hall and family, Kristy Johnson and 
Austin and family, Margaret Lord Wilde, Oscar Wilde, Laura Grier, Rosa Hubbard Kulik, Laura Weaver Grier, 
Henry Pitts, The Franklin Family, Austin, Mary Johnson, Bob and Debbie Snuggs, Dianne Lovett, Scott 
LeCates, Stephanie Creekbaum, John Daniel, Linna Salter, Jay Barrow, Ken, George Hines, Murray, family of 
Ronald “Rudy” Vincent, Lloyd Estes, Jr., Elke McCoy, Kelly and Amy, Tracey Hixson, Lynn Brudnicki, Gregory 
Longen, Barbara Daniel, Clifford Reihing.   
 
In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer we pray for St. Paul’s in Daphne and United Thank Offering.  
 

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for the Anglican Church of Korea. 
 
We pray for all active duty in the Armed Forces serving in Bay County and throughout the world: Chris 
Morgan, Michael Darrah, Stacey Johnson, Christopher Landess, Greg Jenkins, Joseph Railey, Patrick Keenen, 
David Hill, Joshua Cowan, Ryan Yessman, Jeremy Wilkins, Robert Hickman, Jeremy Hough, Wes Eberhard, 
Stacey Holliday, Caleb Loveland, Robert Ice, Andrew Frye, Michael Keller, Rex Brown.  
 
We pray for those celebrating birthdays: May 18: Con Davidenko, David Hurst, Glenda Patterson, Marie 
Presser, Margot Provencher, Christy Smith,  May 19: Doug Smith,  May 20: Jacob Brock,  May 21: Bill 
Bradford, Alice Kinney, Walker Stamps, Scott Wattenbarger,  May 22: Ashley Shores.  
 

We pray for those celebrating anniversaries: May 17: Michael and Deana Gailfoil,  May 19: Tim and 
Monica Phillips.  
 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 
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Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Silence may be kept. 
 
Minister and People 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
 
The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
The Celebrant concludes with an absolution or suitable collect. 

 
The Holy Communion 

The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with a sentence of Scripture 
Offertory Anthem “By My Side” (From the musical “Godspell”) 

Mary Ellen Pettis and Jay McRae, guitar 

 
 
The Great Thanksgiving   Eucharistic Prayer B 
 
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says 
 The Lord be with you. 
People       And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People      We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People       It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator 
of heaven and earth. 
 
A  Proper Preface is said by the Celebrant. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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Celebrant and People 
Sanctus   “Holy, holy, holy Lord”                                                                                              Hymnal #S-130  
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The people stand, kneel, or sit reverently. Then the Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the 
calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made 
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior 
and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. 
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, 
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 
Celebrant and People 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory;  

The Celebrant continues 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your 
creation, this bread and this wine. 
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We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the 
Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be 
acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 
under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with [                           and] all your saints, we 
may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of 
all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, 
now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
People and Celebrant 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
A period of silence is kept. 
 
Then may be sung or said 
[Alleluia.] Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. [Alleluia.] 
 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 
These are the Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

Benediction and Blessing 
 

The Deacon, or a Priest, dismisses the people. 
The People respond   Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

The Peace 
 
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 
 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 

Postlude  “Toccata in F”  (Ceasar Franck)                                                                                   John Durgan, organist 
 
 
 


