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The Eleventh Sunday after 

Pentecost: Proper 15A 

Holy Eucharist, Rite Two 

Sunday, August 16, 2020 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Welcome to Holy Nativity! 
 

Blessing of the Backpacks! 
 

 
Thank You for Joining Us for Worship 

In order to create a safe environment during the Covid-19 pandemic, the 

following policies have been put into effect. Thank you for your cooperation and 

your consideration for your fellow worshippers.  

- Services are limited to 50 people. Overflow can access the live feed and 
receive communion in Battin Hall. 
 

- Social distancing (6’+) is required (Family groups can sit together) 
 

- Masks are required entering and exiting the church and coming forward 
for communion. 
 

- During the Covid-19 pandemic we are trying to shorten service length to 
reduce exposure. We are not reading all four Bible lessons, and may we 
suggest that you read them yourselves during your waiting quiet 
devotional time before the service starts. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

OLY NATIVIT H Y 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
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The Word of God 
 
Opening Music Festive Prelude on “O Worship The King” (C. Hubert H. Parry)                                                              
                    John Durgan, organist 
 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 
    Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People    And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Celebrant may say 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
Song of Praise “Holy, holy, holy” vs. 1                                                                                                     
 
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! Early in the morning our song shall 
rise to thee; Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty, God in three Persons, 
blessed Trinity.  
 
The Collect of the Day 

 
The Celebrant says to the people 
 The Lord be with you. 
People        And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
 
Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and also 
an example of godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his 
redeeming work, and to follow daily in the blessed steps of his most holy life; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The people sit.  
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The Lessons 
 
The First Lesson: Genesis 45:1-15 
 
Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by him, and he 
cried out, “Send everyone away from me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph 
made himself known to his brothers. And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians 
heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it. Joseph said to his brothers, “I am 
Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, so 
dismayed were they at his presence. 
 
Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He 
said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be 
distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me 
before you to preserve life. For the famine has been in the land these two years; and 
there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. God 
sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you 
many survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has made me a 
father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 
Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has 
made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. You shall settle in the 
land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s 
children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. I will provide for 
you there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so that you and your 
household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.’ And now your eyes and 
the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is my own mouth that speaks to you. 
You must tell my father how greatly I am honored in Egypt, and all that you have 
seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” Then he fell upon his brother 
Benjamin’s neck and wept, while Benjamin wept upon his neck. And he kissed all 
his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with him. 
The Word of the Lord 
 
People  Thanks be to God.    
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Psalm 133  Ecce, quam bonum! 

1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is, * 

when brethren live together in unity! 

2 It is like fine oil upon the head * 

that runs down upon the beard, 

3 Upon the beard of Aaron, * 

and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 

4 It is like the dew of Hermon * 

that falls upon the hills of Zion. 

5 For there the LORD has ordained the blessing: * 

life for evermore. 

The Second Lesson: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 

I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a 
descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected 
his people whom he foreknew. 
 
For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. Just as you were once 
disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, so 
they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too 
may now receive mercy. For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may 
be merciful to all.  The Word of the Lord.  
 
People  Thanks be to God.        
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The Sequence Hymn “I want to walk as a child of the light”     
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Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
  (15: [10-20] 21-28) 
 
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
[Jesus called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand: it is not 
what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the 
mouth that defiles.” Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know 



7 

 

that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” He answered, 
“Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. Let them 
alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, 
both will fall into a pit.” But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” Then he 
said, “Are you also still without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes 
into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into the sewer? But what comes 
out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. For out of the 
heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, 
slander. These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not 
defile.”] 
 
Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a 
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on 
me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” But he did not 
answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for 
she keeps shouting after us.” He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel.” But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” He 
answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” She 
said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ 
table.” Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you 
as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly.  The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon           The Rev. Steve Bates 
 
On Sundays and other Major Feasts there follows, all standing 
 
The Nicene Creed  
 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
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 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People: Form III    
 
People may remain standing, kneel, or sit reverently. 
The Leader and People pray responsively 
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
Silence 
The Leader and People pray responsively 
 
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
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We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
Give to the departed eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.  
Silence 

 
Remember in Prayer 

(Names stay on the list for 3 months. If someone needs to stay on longer, contact Madge Smith at  
madge@holy-nativity.org or 747-4000. Always get permission from the person before you add them.) 

 
From our congregation: Bruce McLawhorn, Harry Cooper, Audrey Powell, Betty 
Grammer,  Alice Kinney, Carl Harris, Tass and family, Mary Troxell, Nell Barnett, John 
Mason, Sarah Mason, Lou Churchill, Malinda Kelly, Hannah Davis, Ursula Hixson, 
Olivia Clemons, Pat Spangler, Inge Churchill, Bert Churchill, Jane Burkett and family, 
Tim Phillips, Carol Calton, Mary Elizabeth Moore, Karen Seubert.  
 

For our friends: Arthur Reedie, Jonathan, Bob Hauser, Ruth Geers, John Daniel, 
Linna Salter, Jay Barrow, Ken, George Hines, family of Ronald “Rudy” Vincent, Lloyd 
Estes, Jr., Elke McCoy, Kelly and Amy, Tracey Hixson, Lynn Brudnicki, Gregory Longen, 
Barbara Daniel, Clifford Reihing, Carol Mizell, Kent Jones, Leanne Hahn, The Franklin 
Family, Austin, Bob and Debbie Snuggs, Rosa Kulik, The family of Joe Smith, III, 
Madilyn Streichert, Margaret Lord Wilde, Oscar Wilde, Cosby Martin, Liz Forman, Jesse 
Cobb, Jeremy.   
 
In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer we pray for St. Mary’s in Andalusia and Children 
and Youth Ministries. 
 
In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for the Scottish Episcopal Church. 
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We pray for all active duty in the Armed Forces serving in Bay County and 
throughout the world: Chris Morgan, Michael Darrah, Stacey Johnson, Christopher 
Landess, Greg Jenkins, Joseph Railey, Patrick Keenen, Jeremy Hough, Wes Eberhard, 
Stacey Holliday, Caleb Loveland, Robert Ice, Andrew Frye, Michael Keller, Rex Brown, 
Jacob McAndrews, Nick Bailey.  
 
We pray for those celebrating birthdays: Aug 16: Harold Akst, Lori Bates,  Aug. 19: 
Greg Kinsey,  Aug. 20: Seth Patterson, Caroline Smith,  Aug. 21: Michael Gailfoil, Phillip 
Stewart,  Aug. 22: Jenna Rahn, Maggie Smith.  
 
We pray for those celebrating anniversaries: Aug. 21: Ted and Anda Gagnet, 
Chris and Elizabeth Stamps,  Aug. 22: Jim and Ursula Hixson.  
 
Altar Flowers are given today in celebration for a joyous and blessed school year. 
 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  Silence may be kept. 
 
Minister and People 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 
 
The Celebrant concludes with an absolution or suitable collect. 

 
Greetings and Announcements 



11 

 

The Holy Communion 
The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with a sentence of Scripture 

Offertory “How Great Thou Art”– Jay McRae 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Eucharistic Prayer B 
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and 
sings or says 
 The Lord be with you. 
People       And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People      We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People       It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
A  Proper Preface is said by the Celebrant. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
Celebrant and People 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The people stand, kneel, or sit reverently.  
Then the Celebrant continues 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through 
the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last 
days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer 
of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand 
before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 
righteousness, out of death into life. 
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On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
Celebrant and People 
 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory;  
 
The Celebrant continues 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to 
your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the 
Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and 
bring us to that heavenly country where, with [                           and] all your saints, we 
may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of 
our salvation. 
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 
People and Celebrant 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
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 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
A period of silence is kept. 
Then may be sung or said 
 
[Alleluia.] Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. [Alleluia.] 
 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 
and may add  
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by 
faith, with thanksgiving. 
The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately 
deliver it to the people.  
The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words 
The Body (Blood) of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life. [Amen.] 
or with these words 
The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.] 
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. [Amen.] 

 
Postcommunion Prayer 
 
After Communion, the Celebrant says  Let us pray. 
 
Celebrant and People 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
 you have graciously accepted us as living members 
 of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
 and you have fed us with spiritual food 
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 in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
 and grant us strength and courage 
 to love and serve you 
 with gladness and singleness of heart; 
  through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Benediction and Blessing 
 

The Deacon, or a Priest, dismisses the people. 
The People respond   Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Closing Music                   John Durgan, organist                
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today’s Ministers 
 

Preacher/Celebrant The Rev. Steve Bates 
Assisting   The Rev. Tom Weller 
Organist/Dir. Of Choirs John Durgan 
Chancel Minister   Kelly Roberson 
Lector     Mike Harding 
Ushers     Charles and Mary Bonham 
Altar Guild    Amy Russell, Barbara Knowles, Marla Churchill 
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Please Join Us Today for a Blessing of the Backpacks Parade! 
 
 

 Sunday, August 16th • 11:15 a.m. 

Holy Nativity Episcopal Church 
The South parking lot will be reserved for the parade staging area. 

(the grassy lot) 
  

While Covid restrictions might prevent us from celebrating this event as we’ve 
done in years past, they will not prevent us from celebrating, blessing and 
praying for our children, their parents, teachers and school staff as they begin a 
school year unlike any other.  

So, on August 16th  we will have a blessing of the backpacks parade. Prayers for 
each grade will take place in the staging area and after a brief (around the block) 
parade we’ll have a closing prayer and send-off. Feel free to decorate your 
cars/golf carts/etc. Children will receive a gift bag and a backpack blessing tag 
but most importantly, will see an outward and visible sign that we are 
remembering them and praying for them and their teachers.  

Please practice social distancing and wear a mask when that is not possible. The 
service and parade will be live streamed. Look for additional details as they 
become available or call the church office (747-4000) with questions. 
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SAINTS ALIVE 
Please check our website at www.holy-nativity.org for the 
latest information about programs and events. Go to 
www.diocgc.org to check out everything about the Diocese of 
the Central Gulf Coast. 
 

Check out or Lay Ministry displays! Sign up for a 
ministry! Soon we hope that all ministries will be active 
again.  
 
Wonderful Wednesdays: **Tentatively** Mark 
your calendars for September 9th at 5:30! We are 
planning to resume our Wednesday Night service and 
dinner. The details are still being worked out, but we 
will soon be back together.  
 
Food Bank Donations: There are so many families 
on our community struggling with hunger during this 
time. Please bring your non-perishable food items and 
place them in the cart in the church foyer.  
 
Altar Flower Chart: If you would like to donate 
toward the Altar Flowers on a certain Sunday, please 
sign up on the foyer bulletin board. Please include the 
reason for the donation and the cost is $25.  Your 
donation information will be listed in the bulletin for 
that Sunday.  
 
Online Giving: This is another option to giving to the 
church. Go to our website and click the online donation 
tab. The first time you will need to set up your account 
information.  
 
Online Services: We will continue our online 
Facebook Live 10:30 am service and Wednesday 
Midweek Manna with Fr. Steve at 6 pm. You can go to 
our website under the E-Church tab and you will be 
directed to the church’s Facebook page. Look for 
reminder’s in your email and on Facebook.  

Holy Nativity  

Episcopal Church 

 

222 North Bonita Ave.,  
Panama City, FL  32401 
Phone: 850-747-4000     

FAX: 850-747-4004  
Email: info@holy-nativity.org   

Website: www.holy-nativity.org 
 

 
 

The Rt. Rev. Russell Kendrick, Bishop 
The Rev. Steve Bates, Rector 

The Rev. Tom Weller, Associate 
 

SERVICES  
Sundays 
8:00 am  Holy Eucharist, Rite One                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 (Nursery provided) 
9:15 am  (June-August 2020)   

 Holy Eucharist, Rite Two 

 in the Pavilion 

10:30 am Holy Eucharist, Rite Two 
 (Children’s Christian 
 Education & nursery is 
 provided) 
 
Wednesdays (These events have 
been cancelled temporarily due to 
the pandemic.) Join Fr. Steve online 
at 6 pm for Midweek Manna.  
 
5:30 pm five-thirty service 
 followed by dinner and 
 programs (Sept. – May)   
 
6:00 pm SummerTime: Evening 
 Prayer followed by dinner 
 (June –August) 
 

 


