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Holy Nativity Episcopal Church 

 

 

Christmas Eve 

The Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord 

Jesus Christ 

December 24, 2020 

10:30 p.m. 

 

 

Welcome to Holy Nativity! 
 
 

 

 

Thank You for Joining Us for Worship 

In order to create a safe environment during the Covid-19 pandemic, the 

following policies have been put into effect. Thank you for your cooperation and 

your consideration for your fellow worshippers.  

- Social distancing (6’+) is required (Family groups can sit together) 
- Masks should be worn at all times when inside church buildings.  
- During the Covid-19 pandemic we are trying to shorten service length to 

reduce exposure. We are not reading all four Bible lessons, and may we 
suggest that you read them yourselves during your waiting quiet 
devotional time before the service starts. 

 
 

HOLY NATIVITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
222 North Bonita Ave. Panama City, FL  32401 

850-747-4000 
info@holy-nativity.org 
www.holy-nativity.org 
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Prelude  “Il Est Nel Le Divin Enfant” (Jean Prost)                            John Durgan, organist                
 

The Word of God 
 
Opening Hymn “O Come, All Ye Faithful” (Hymnal 83)   

   Sarah Dick and Jay McRae, soloists 
 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 
   Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit! 
People   And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever! Amen! 
 
The Celebrant may say 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
Song of Praise “Angels We Have Heard On High” (Hymn 96, verse 1)                                                                                         

                              Sarah Dick and Jay McRae, soloists 
The Celebrant says to the people 
 The Lord be with you. 
People        And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
 
Collect for The Nativity of Our Lord 
O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ: 
Grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence 
behold him when he comes to be our Judge; who lives and  reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah [9:2-7] 
 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a 
land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, 
you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as 
people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar 
across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of 
Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in 
blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son 
given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall 
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grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his 
kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from 
this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
The Word of the Lord 
 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Sequence Hymn: “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” (Hymn 87) 
                                                               Sarah Dick and Jay McRae, soloists 
 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to Luke (2:1-14) 
 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 
a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in 
a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. In that region there were 
shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an 
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I 
am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for 
you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God 
and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those 
whom he favors!” The Gospel of the Lord 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon          The Rev. Steve Bates 
 

Prayers of the People, Form VI                                                              
 
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
      Silence 
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For all people in their daily life and work; 
    For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who  
 are alone. 
 
For this community, the nation, and the world; 
    For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 
For the just and proper use of your creation; 
    For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
    For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 
For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
    For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 
For Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael, our Presiding Bishop, Russell our 
Bishop; and for all bishops; for Steve, our Rector, for Tom, our Associate, and for all 
other ministers. 
    For all who serve God in his Church. 
 
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 
      Silence     (The People may add their own petitions.) 
Hear us, Lord; 
    For your mercy is great. 
 
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
      Silence     (The People may add their own thanksgivings.) 
 
We will exalt you, O God our King; 
    And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
      Silence      (The People may add their own petitions.) 
 
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
    Who put their trust in you. 
 

 The Peace 
 
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 
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 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 

The Holy Communion 
The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with a sentence of Scripture 
Offertory:  “Gesu Bambino” (Pertro A. Yon)                                             Sarah Dick, soloist 
 

The Great Thanksgiving   Eucharistic Prayer B 
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and 
sings or says  
 The Lord be with you. 
People       And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People      We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People       It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
 
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  
 
Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us 
heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great 
triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his 
appearing. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
Celebrant and People 
Sanctus    
 
  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
  Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.  
  Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.  
  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
   Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.  
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The people stand, kneel, or sit reverently.   
Then the Celebrant continues 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days 
you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the 
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. 
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of 
death into life. 
 
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it or lay a hand 
upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and 
any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 
 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper he 
took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,  
 
Celebrant and People 
 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 

The Celebrant continues 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.  
 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your  
Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy 
Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us 
to that heavenly country where, with the Blessed Virgin Mary and all your saints, we may 
enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
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As our Savior Christ  has taught us, we now pray, 
People and Celebrant 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy Name, 
  thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
  and the power, and the glory, 
  for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
A period of silence is kept. Then may be sung or said 
 
[Alleluia.] Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. [Alleluia.] 
 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 
and may add  
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by 
faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately 
deliver it to the people. The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with 
these or similar words 
The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.] 
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. [Amen.] 

 
 
 



8 

 

Communion Music 
“Mary Did You Know” Jay McRae, soloist 

Christmas Carols  

 
Postcommunion Prayer 
The Celebrant says   Let us pray. 
 
Celebrant and People 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
    you have graciously accepted us as living members 
    of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
    in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
    and grant us strength and courage 
    to love and serve you 
    with gladness and singleness of heart; 
    through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Benediction & Blessing 
 
Closing Hymn: “Silent Night” (Hymnal 111)              Sarah Dick and Jay McRae, soloists  
 
The Dismissal 
  Alleluia, alleluia! Let us go forth into the world,  
 rejoicing in the birth of the Savior.                                                                                                                                                                          
      
 Thanks Be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!  
  

Postlude                                                                                                John Durgan, Organist 
 

Musicians  
John Durgan – Organ 
Sarah Dick - Soprano 
Jay McRae – Tenor 

 
Tonight’s Ministers 

Preacher/Celebrant – The Rev. Steve Bates 
Assisting – The Rev. Tom Weller 

Chancel Minister – Theresa Townsend 
Ushers – Russell and Beth Brock 


