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The Fifteenth Sunday after 

Pentecost: Proper 18 

Sunday, September 5, 2021 

10:30 a.m. 
 

 
Welcome to Holy Nativity! 

 
Our diocesan policy requires masks for all indoor activities.  

 
The Word of God 

 
Opening Music “Elegy” (George Thalben-Ball)                              John Durgan, organist 
 
All who celebrate a birthday in September are invited to come to the front. 
We say the Birthday Prayer in unison. 
 
Watch over thy children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide 
them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort 
them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their 
hearts may thy peace which passeth understanding abide all the days of 
their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.               
 
Children’s Time  
All children are invited to come up for children’s time. After, they will follow the cross 
out to participate in children’s church, to return during announcement time.  
 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 
   Blessed be God; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People   And Blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
The Celebrant may say 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

 

OLY NATIVIT H Y 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
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The following song of praise is sung, all standing 
 
Song of Praise  “Hymn #362 verse 1”  

   
Holy, holy holy! Lord God Almighty! Early in the morning our song shall rise 
to thee: Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty, God in three Persons, blessed 
Trinity. 

 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 
The Celebrant says to the people 
 The Lord be with you. 
People        And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
 
Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the 
proud who confide in their own strength, so you never forsake those who make their 
boast of your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The people sit.  
 

The Lessons 
 
A Reading from Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 
 

A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, 
and favour is better than silver or gold. 

The rich and the poor have this in common: 
the LORD is the maker of them all. 

 
Whoever sows injustice will reap calamity, 

and the rod of anger will fail. 
Those who are generous are blessed, 

for they share their bread with the poor. 
 
Do not rob the poor because they are poor, 

or crush the afflicted at the gate; 
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for the LORD pleads their cause 
and despoils of life those who despoil them.   The Word of the Lord. 

 
People  Thanks be to God.      

Psalm 125  Qui confidunt 

1 Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion, * 
which cannot be moved, but stands fast for ever. 

 
2 The hills stand about Jerusalem; * 

so does the LORD stand round about his people, 
from this time forth for evermore. 

 
3 The scepter of the wicked shall not hold sway over the land allotted to the just, * 

so that the just shall not put their hands to evil. 
 
4 Show your goodness, O LORD, to those who are good * 

and to those who are true of heart. 
 
5 As for those who turn aside to crooked ways, 

the LORD will lead them away with the evildoers; * 
but peace be upon Israel. 

The Epistle: A Reading from James 2:1-10, [11-13], 14-17 

My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our 
glorious Lord Jesus Christ? For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes 
into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, and if you 
take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” 
while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” have you not 
made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? Listen, 
my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be 
rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those who love 
him? But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not 
they who drag you into court? Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that 
was invoked over you? 
 
You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.” But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are 
convicted by the law as transgressors. For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in 
one point has become accountable for all of it.[ For the one who said, “You shall not 
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commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” Now if you do not commit 
adultery but if you murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. So speak and 
so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. For judgment will be 
without mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over 
judgment.] 
 
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have 
works? Can faith save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and 
one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do 
not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? So faith by itself, if it has no 
works, is dead.  The Word of the Lord. 
 
People  Thanks be to God.      
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The Sequence Hymn  “O for a thousand tongues to sing”                            Hymn #493 
 
 

 
 
Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark (7:24-37)  
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
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Jesus set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not 
want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, but a woman 
whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she 
came and bowed down at his feet. Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician 
origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. He said to her, “Let 
the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to 
the dogs.” But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the 
children’s crumbs.” Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may go—the demon 
has left your daughter.” So she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the 
demon gone. 
 
Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the 
Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. They brought to him a deaf man who 
had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. He 
took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, 
and he spat and touched his tongue. Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said 
to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” And immediately his ears were opened, 
his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. Then Jesus ordered them to tell no 
one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. They 
were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he even 
makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”  The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon           The Rev. Steve Bates 
 
On Sundays and other Major Feasts there follows, all standing 
 
The Nicene Creed  
 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
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 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
The Prayers of the People: Form III    
 
People may remain standing, kneel, or sit reverently. 
The Leader and People pray responsively 
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
Silence 
 
The Leader and People pray responsively 
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
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We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
Give to the departed eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.  
 
Silence 

Remember in Prayer 
(Names stay on the list for 3 months. If someone needs to stay on longer, contact Madge Smith at  

madge@holy-nativity.org or 747-4000. Always get permission from the person before you add them.) 

 
From our congregation: Bruce McLawhorn, Harry Cooper, Audrey Powell, Betty 
Grammer,  Alice Kinney, Carl Harris, Tass and family, Mary Troxell, Sarah Mason, Lou 
Churchill, Malinda Kelly, Hannah Davis, Olivia Clemons, Tim Phillips, Pat Spangler, 
Inge Churchill, Mary Elizabeth Moore, David Burris, Liz Robin, Robert Dozier, Kelly 
Roberson, George McInnis, Terry Jangula, Jeannette Tremaine, Tim and Ann Percival, 
Paul Herbert, James Miller, Ursula Hixson, Krista Niziol, Tommy Harding, Michael 
Gailfoil. 
 
For our friends: Arthur Reedie, Jonathan, John Daniel, The Franklin Family, Austin, 
Bob and Debbie Snuggs, Margaret Lord Wilde, Cosby Martin, Jeremy, Day Ann Logue, 
Rosa Kulik, Louise Boyle, The Ward family, James Melzer, Corky Ajax, Michael and 
Cindy Satink, Michele Robin Higareda, Pam Stone, Sandra Burleson, Sarah Lou Howard, 
Beth Harned, Janice Hill, Mirela Shields, Bub Estes, Dee Burdett. 
 
In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer we pray for Christ Church Parish in Pensacola.  

 
In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for The Province of the Episcopal Church of 
Sudan. 
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We pray for all active duty in the Armed Forces serving in Bay County and 
throughout the world: Chris Morgan, Michael Darrah, Stacey Johnson, Christopher 
Landess, Greg Jenkins, Joseph Railey, Patrick Keenen, Jeremy Hough, Wes Eberhard, 
Stacey Holliday, Caleb Loveland, Robert Ice, Andrew Frye, Michael Keller, Rex Brown, 
Jacob McAndrews, Nicholas Longden, Marcus Duffy, James Cowart.  
 
We pray for those celebrating birthdays: Sept. 5: Phyllis Walker,  Sept. 6: Shelby 
Roberson, Stevens Roberson,  Sept. 7: Pat Spangler,  Sept. 8: Casey Cole, Susan Young,  
Sept. 10: Bill Ethridge, Gene wicker,  Sept. 11: Emma Crelling. 
 
We pray for those celebrating anniversaries: Sept. 8: William and Monica 
Cramer,  Sept. 11: A. J. and Emma Jeffery. 
 
The Altar Flowers are given this Sunday to the Glory of God.  
 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Silence may be kept. 
 
Minister and People 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 
 
The Celebrant concludes with an absolution or suitable collect. 
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The Peace 
 
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 
 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 
Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 
Greetings and Announcements 

 

The Holy Communion 
 

The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with a sentence of Scripture 
 

Offertory Anthem  “Allein Gott in Der Höesei Ehr” (J. S. Bach) John Durgan, organist       
                 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Eucharistic Prayer B 
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and 
sings or says 
 The Lord be with you. 
People       And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People      We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People       It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
A  Proper Preface is said by the Celebrant. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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Celebrant and People 
 
Sanctus   “Holy, holy, holy Lord”                                                      Hymnal #S-130  
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The people stand, kneel, or sit reverently. Then the Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through 
the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last 
days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer 
of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand 
before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 
righteousness, out of death into life. 
 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
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Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
Celebrant and People 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory;  

The Celebrant continues 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to 
your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the 
Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and 
bring us to that heavenly country where, with [                           and] all your saints, we 
may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of 
our salvation. 
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  

People and Celebrant 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
A period of silence is kept. 
 
Then may be sung or said 
 
[Alleluia.] Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. [Alleluia.] 
 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
and may add  
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by 
faith, with thanksgiving. 

 
Postcommunion Prayer 

 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 
Let us pray. 
 
Celebrant and People 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
 you have graciously accepted us as living members 
 of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
 and you have fed us with spiritual food 
 in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
 and grant us strength and courage 
 to love and serve you 
 with gladness and singleness of heart; 
  through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Benediction and Blessing 
The Deacon, or a Priest, dismisses the people. 
The People respond  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 

Closing Music                                                       John Durgan, organist 
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Today’s Ministers 
 

Preacher/Celebrant  The Rev. Steve Bates 
Assisting      The Rev. Tom Weller 
Organist/Choir Director John Durgan 
Chancel Minister        Scott Clemons 
Acolyte        Tyler Shores   
Lector        Daniel Melzer           
Ushers        Charles and Mary Bonham 
Altar Guild       Marla Churchill, Mary Bonham, Lisa McLendon 
Dir. Of Video Production A. J. Jeffery 
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SAINTS ALIVE 
Please check our website at www.holy-nativity.org for the latest information about programs and 
events. Go to www.diocgc.org to check out everything about the Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast. 

  
 
Online Offerings:  
Sunday 9:15 am Adult Sunday School 
Sunday 10:30 am service 
You can go directly to our Facebook page or go to 
www.holy-nativity.org/echurch and click on the 
“view live services” tab.  Look for reminders in your 
email and on Facebook.  
 
Mark your calendars!  
October 6th:  5:30 pm: Blessing of the Animals 
         With a cookout afterwards. 
 
October 13th:   Our Wonderful Wednesdays begin! 
  4:30 pm: Children’s Choir Rehearsal 

5:30 pm: Casual Eucharist service 
  6:00 pm: Supper is served 
  6:30 pm: Programs for all ages 
                    Adult Choir Rehearsal 
 
 

Baylights at Camp Beckwith: Sept. 24-26 
Music – Food - Fun 
To register, you can order tickets at  
www.beckwithal.com/baylights 
To purchase draw down tickets please see Madge 
Smith. They will be giving away two trips to either 
Tuscany, Italy or Antigua (Your choice). $100 each 
Look for more information on their website or at 
Holy Nativity’s Facebook page. DEADLINE TO 
BUY TICKETS FROM MADGE IS SEPT. 12TH. 

Holy Nativity  

Episcopal Church 

 

222 North Bonita Ave.,  
Panama City, FL  32401 
Phone: 850-747-4000     

FAX: 850-747-4004  
Email: info@holy-nativity.org   

Website: www.holy-nativity.org 
 

 
 

The Rt. Rev. Russell Kendrick, Bishop 
The Rev. Steve Bates, Rector 

The Rev. Tom Weller, Associate 
 

SERVICES 
Sundays 
8:00 am  Holy Eucharist, Rite One                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 (Nursery provided) 
9:15 am  (Sept. – May)   
 Adult/Youth Christian 
 Education & Children’s 
 Chapel  
10:30 am Holy Eucharist, Rite Two 
 (Children’s Christian 
 Education & nursery is 
 provided) 
 
Wednesdays 
5:30 pm five-thirty service 
 followed by dinner and 
 programs (Sept. – May)   
 

 


