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HOLY NATIVITY

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

The Third Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist Rite Two
December 12, 2021
10:30 a.m.

Pajama Party Sunday!

Welcome to Holy Nativity!



Prelude “The Carol of the Bells” (arr. by Gerald Near) John Durgan, organist

Opening Hymn “It came upon a midnight clear” Hymn #90
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came - on the mid-night clear, that glo-rious song  of old,
2 St]]l through t_he clov - en skies they come with peace-ful wings un - furled,
3 Yet with  the woes of sin and strife the world has suf - fered long;
4 For lo! the days arc haste-ning on, by pro-phets scen of old,
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from an - gels bend-ing near the earth to touch their harps of gold:
and still their heaven-ly mu - sic floats o’er all the wea - ry world;
be - neath the heaven-ly hymn have rolled two thou-sand years of wrong;

when  with the ev - er - cir - cling years shall come the time fore - told,
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“Peace on the earth,good will to men, from heaven’s all - gra-cious King.”
a - bove its sad and low - ly plains they bend on hov-ering wing,
and war -ring  hu - man -kind hears not the tid - ings which they bring;
when  peaceshall o - ver all the earth its an - cient splen-dors fling,
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The world in sol - emn still - ness  lay to hear the an-gels sing.
and ev - er oO'er its Ba - bel-sounds the bless - ed an-gels sing.
O hush the noise and cease your strife and hear the an-gels sing!

and all the world give back the song which now the an-gels sing.
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Words: Edmund H. Storrs (1810-1876), alt. Music: Noel, English melody; adapt. Arthur Seymore Sullivan (1842-1900)



All who celebrate a birthday in December are invited to come to the front.
We say the Birthday Prayer in unison.

Watch over thy children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and Guide
them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; Comfort
them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their
hearts may thy peace which passeth understanding abide all the days of
their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Children’s Time
All children are invited to come up for children’s time. After, they will follow the cross
out to participate in children’s church, to return during announcement time.

The people standing, the Celebrant says
Blessed be God; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And Blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant may say

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The following song of praise is sung, all standing
Song of Praise “Hymn #96 verse 1”

Angels we have heard on high, singing sweetly through the night, and the
mountains in reply echoing their brave delight. Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

The Collect of the Day

The Celebrant says to the people
The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant  Let us pray.

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we
are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help
and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
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The people sit.

The Lessons
A Reading from Zephaniah 3:14-20

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion;
shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
O daughter Jerusalem!
The LORD has taken away the judgments against you,
he has turned away your enemies.
The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst;
you shall fear disaster no more.
On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
Do not fear, O Zion;
do not let your hands grow weak.
The LORD, your God, is in your midst,
a warrior who gives victory;
he will rejoice over you with gladness,
he will renew you in his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing
as on a day of festival.
I will remove disaster from you,
so that you will not bear reproach for it.
I will deal with all your oppressors
at that time.
And I will save the lame
and gather the outcast,
and I will change their shame into praise
and renown in all the earth.
At that time I will bring you home,
at the time when I gather you;
for I will make you renowned and praised
among all the peoples of the earth,
when I restore your fortunes
before your eyes, says the LORD.
The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.



Canticle 9 Page 86, BCP
The First Song of Isaiah Ecce Deus
Isaiah 12:2-6

Surely, it is God who saves me; *
I will trust in him and not be afraid.

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, *
and he will be my Savior.

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing *
from the springs of salvation.

And on that day you shall say, *
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;

Make his deeds known among the peoples; *
see that they remember that his Name is exalted.

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, *
and this is known in all the world.

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, *
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Epistle: A Reading from Philippians 4:4-7

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus. The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.



The Sequence Hymn “O little town of Bethlehem”
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1 O lit - de town of Beth-le-hem,how sdll we see thee  lie!
2 For Christ is born of Ma - 1ry; and gath-ered all a - bove,
3  How si - lent - ly, how si-lent-ly, the won-drous gift is  given!
4 Where child-ren pure and hap - py pray to the bless-ed Child,
5 O ho - ly Child of Beth-le-hem, de - scend to us, we  pray;
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1 A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep the si - lent stars go by;
2  while mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep their watch of won-dering love.
3 So God im-parts to hu - man hearts the bless-ings of his heaven.
4 where mis -er - y cries out to thee, Son of the mo - ther mild;
5  cast out our sin and en -ter in, be born in us to - day.
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1 vyet in thy dark streets shin-eth the ev - er - last-ing Light
2 O morn -ing stars, to - geth-er pro - claim the ho -1ly  birth!
3 No ear may hear his com-ing, but in this world of sin,
4 where char - i - ty stands watch-ing and faith holds wide the door,
5 We hear the Christ - mas an - gels the great glad tid-ings tell;
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1 the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee to - night
2 and prais - es sing to God the King, and peace to men on earth.
8 where meek souls will re - ceive him, stll the dear Christ en - ters in.
4  the dark night wakes,the glo - ry breaks, and Christ-mas comes once more.
5 O come to us, a - bide with wus, our Lord Em-man - u el!
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Words: Phillips Brooks (1835-1893) Music: St. Louis, Lewis H. Redner (1831-1908)
Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (3:7-18)
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, "You brood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not
begin to say to yourselves, "We have Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able
from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of
the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into
the fire."

And the crowds asked him, "What then should we do?" In reply he said to them,
"Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food
must do likewise." Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him,
"Teacher, what should we do?" He said to them, "Collect no more than the amount
prescribed for you." Soldiers also asked him, "And we, what should we do?" He said to
them, "Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied
with your wages."

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by
saying, "I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and
fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the
wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire."

So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.
The Gospel of the Lord.



People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon The Rev. Steve Bates

On Sundays and other Major Feasts there follows, all standing

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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The Prayers of the People: Form III

People may remain standing, kneel, or sit reverently.
The Leader and People pray responsively

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

Silence

The Leader and People pray responsively
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

Silence



Remember in Prayer
(Names stay on the list for 3 months. If someone needs to stay on longer, contact Madge Smith at
madge@holy-nativity.org or 747-4000. Always get permission from the person before you add them.)

From our congregation: Bruce McLawhorn, Harry Cooper, Betty Grammer, Alice
Kinney, Carl Harris, Tass and family, Mary Troxell, Sarah Mason, Lou Churchill,
Malinda Kelly, Hannah Davis, Olivia Clemons, Tim Phillips, Pat Spangler, Inge
Churechill, David Burris, Liz Robin, Kelly Roberson, George Mclnnis, Terry Jangula,
Michael Gailfoil, Ursula Hixson, Brianna Kelley, Jeannette Tremaine, Ken Davis, Karen
Seubert.

For our friends: Arthur Reedie, Margaret Lord Wilde, Cosby Martin, Jeremy, Day Ann
Logue, James Melzer, Janice Hill, Mirela Shields, Bub Estes, Dee Burdette, Sandra
Roose, Denise, Anne Rockwell, Gail Riley, Michael Bailey, Franchesca Bailey, Norma
Hubbard, Joy Pardy, John and Carol Brannon, Shirley McNamara, Karen and Bruce Cox,
Rose Leeth, Bob and Debbie Snuggs, Rosa Kulik, Dee, Ted Haney, Kevin Harvey, Mary
Johnson, Charlie Mann, Dillion, Alexandra, Mary Johnson and Cooper.

In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer we pray for St. John’s in Pensacola.

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for The Anglican Church of Canada.

We pray for all active duty in the Armed Forces serving in Bay County and
throughout the world: Chris Morgan, Michael Darrah, Stacey Johnson, Christopher
Landess, Greg Jenkins, Joseph Railey, Patrick Keenen, Jeremy Hough, Wes Eberhard,
Stacey Holliday, Caleb Loveland, Robert Ice, Andrew Frye, Michael Keller, Rex Brown,
Nicholas Longden, Marcus Duffy, James Cowart.

We pray for those celebrating birthdays: Dec. 14: Grace Ennis, Dec. 16: Mark
Brust, Marla Churchill, Dec. 17: John Niziol, Dec. 18: Ted Gagnet, Margaret Scott,
Ashtyn Williams.

We pray for those celebrating anniversaries: Dec. 18: Mike and Mimi Morrow.

The Altar Flowers this Sunday are given by Max and Joyce Dannecker in celebration
of Kathy’s birthday.
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The Deacon or Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Minister and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

The Celebrant concludes with an absolution or suitable collect.
The Peace

All stand. The Celebrant says to the people
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Greetings and Announcements
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The Holy Communion

The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with a sentence of Scripture

Offertory Anthem “Unto us a Child is Born” (arr. by Raymond Goss)
John Durgan, organist

The Great Thanksgiving

Eucharistic Prayer A

The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and
sings or says

The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

A Proper Preface is said by the Celebrant.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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Celebrant and People

Hymnal #S-130

Sanctus “Holy, holy, holy Lord”
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The people stand, kneel, or sit reverently. Then the Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, then we
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us,
to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of

»

me.

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
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you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son,
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and
at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
AMEN.

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now say,
People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.
Then may be sung or said Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
A period of silence is kept.

Then may be sung or said

[Alleluia.] Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

Therefore let us keep the feast. [Alleluia.]

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

and may add

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by
faith, with thanksgiving.

The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately
deliver it to the people.

The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words

The Body (Blood) of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life. [Amen.]

or with these words
The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.]
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. [Amen.]

Postcommunion Prayer
After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Benediction and Blessing

Closing Hymn “Angels from the realms of glory” Hymn #93
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The Deacon, or a Priest, dismisses the people.

The People respond Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Postlude Music

Preacher/Celebrate
Assisting

Organist/Choir Dir.

Chalice Bearer
Acolytes

Lector

Ushers

Greeter

Altar Guild

Dir. Of Video Prod.

Today’s Ministers

The Rev. Steve Bates
The Rev. Tom Weller
John Durgan

Joe Ciccarelli and Nancy Breland

John Durgan, organist

Beka Leebrick, Charlotte Eberhard, Mathison Crelling,
Esteban Pereira, Kate Leebrick

Ivan Pereira

Max and Joyce Dannecker
Michael Fuller
Marla Churchill, Mary Bonham, Lisa McLendon

A. J. Jeffery
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Dec.

Dec.

Dec.

Dec.

Dec.

Dec.

1 (Wed)

5 (Sun)

12 (Sun)

15 (Wed)

24 (Fri)

26 (Sun)

Advent and Christmas Season 2021
HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS!

A Festival of Lessons and Carols at 6 pm.
Join us for this very special service filled with the scriptural
lessons and wonderful music of the season.

A Morning with St. Nicholas at the 10:30 am service.
Join us for this special Sunday to celebrate St. Nicholas Day.
There will be activities and surprises for the children.

Children’s Pajama Party at the 10:30 am service.
Wear your favorite pajamas to church and bring a new set of
pajamas or a stuffed animal or a bedtime storybook to be
presented at church at the 10:30 am service for those who
need them.

Caroling in the Cove!

Join us for our Casual Eucharist at 5:30 pm followed by
supper. Then we will go caroling in our neighborhood of the
Cove.

Christmas Eve Services

4:30 pm Christmas Eve Service with the Children’s
Christmas Pageant
This service will be live-streamed on
Facebook.

10:30 pm  Christmas Eve Service

Sunday Services
8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite One
10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite Two
(Will not be live-streamed on Facebook)
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SAINTS ALIVE

Please check our website at www.holy-nativity.org for the latest information about programs and
events. Go to www.diocgc.org to check out everything about the Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast.

Wonderful Wednesdays!
Last one for 2021: Dec. 15t-Caroling in the Cove!
4:30 pm: Children’s Choir Rehearsal with
Leigh Gladden
5:30 pm: Casual Eucharist service
6:00 pm: Supper is served (Thank the Leebrick family)
6:30 pm: Caroling in the Cove and Adult Choir
Rehearsal
Our Wednesday nights will resume January 12th!

Advent Outreach Opportunities:

1. Angel Tree: Today is the deadline to return your
gifts!

2. Family Services Family: Make your check out to Holy
Nativity and note on your check, “Advent Outreach Family”.
You can also go to our website and give online. Pick the
“other” tab and note what it is for.

3. Operation Christmas Child: This year you can build
your shoebox online! Go to
www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-
child/buildonline/

4. Youth “Love Thy Neighbor” Collection: Last Day to
bring supplies for Anchorage Children’s Home SOAR
program is Dec. 19th. Look for a list in the back of the church
or in your What’s Happening emails. Place your items in the
box in the foyer.

Save the Dates!
Altar Guild Training
January 8, 2022 - 9 am
This training is for current members and for new members. If
you think you would love to be part of this ministry, please
email Mary Bonham at marybonhams6@gmail.com.

Holy Nativity’s Annual Meeting

January 23, 2022- 9:15 am in Battin Hall
This meeting will be live-streamed on Facebook.
Breakfast will be provided by the staff.
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The Rt. Rev. Russell Kendrick, Bishop
The Rev. Steve Bates, Rector
The Rev. Tom Weller, Associate

SERVICES

Sundays

8:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite One
(Nursery provided)

9:15 am (Sept. — May)
Adult/Youth Christian
Education & Children’s
Chapel

10:30 am Holy Eucharist, Rite Two
(Children’s Christian
Education & nursery is
provided)

Wednesdays

5:30 pm five-thirty service
followed by dinner and
programs (Sept. — May)




