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Welcome to Holy Nativity! 
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Opening Hymn “I want to walk as a child of the light’                                      Hymn # 490 
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The people standing, the Bishop says 

  Alleluia.  Christ is risen. 

People The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 
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The Bishop then continues 

  There is one Body and one Spirit; 

People There is one hope in God's call to us; 

Bishop One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 

People One God and Father of all. 

    

Bishop The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Bishop Let us pray. 
 
 
The Collect for the Sixth Sunday of Easter 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our 
understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in 
all things and above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we 
can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Lesson:   Matthew 16:13-19 
 
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
‘Who do people say that the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say John the 
Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ He said 
to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.’ And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, 
Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father 
in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and 
the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.’  The Word of the Lord.  

The Sermon                  The Rt. Rev. Russell Kendrick 
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Presentation and Examination of the Candidates 

The Bishop says 
 
The Candidate(s) will now be presented. 
 
Presenters I present these persons for Confirmation. 

or I present these persons to be received into this Communion. 
 
The Bishop asks the candidates 
 
Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil? 
Candidate I do. 
 
Bishop 
Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 
 
Candidate 
I do, and with God's grace I will follow him as my Savior and Lord. 
 
After all have been presented, the Bishop addresses the congregation, saying 
 
Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to  support these persons in their 
life in Christ? 
 
People We will. 
 
The Bishop then says these or similar words 
Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own 
baptismal covenant. 

The Baptismal Covenant 

Bishop Do you believe in God the Father? 

People I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 

    

Bishop Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
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    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

    

Bishop Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 

 
      the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. 

    

Bishop Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and 
fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the 
prayers? 

People I will, with God's help. 

    

Bishop Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever 
you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

People I will, with God's help. 

    

Bishop Will you proclaim by word and example the Good 
News of God in Christ? 

People I will, with God's help. 

    

Bishop Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving  
your neighbor as yourself? 

People I will, with God's help. 

    

Bishop Will you strive for justice and peace among all  
people, and respect the dignity of every human being? 

People I will, with God's help. 
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Prayers for the Candidates 

The Bishop then says to the congregation 

Let us now pray for these persons who have renewed their commitment to Christ. 

A Person appointed leads the following petitions 
 
Leader  Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader  Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader  Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader  Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader  Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader  Send them into the world in witness to your love. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader  Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

A period of silence follows. 

Then the Bishop says 

Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and 
resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you have overcome sin 
and brought us to yourself, and that by the sealing of your  
Holy Spirit you have bound us to your service.  Renew in  
these your servants the covenant you have made with them at their  
Baptism.  Send them forth in the power of that Spirit to  
perform the service you set before them; through Jesus Christ  
your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the  
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
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For Confirmation 

The Bishop lays hands upon each one and says 

Strengthen, O Lord, your servant N. with your Holy Spirit;  
empower him for your service; and sustain him all the days  
of his life. Amen. 

or this 

Defend, O Lord, your servant N. with your heavenly grace,  
that he may continue yours for ever, and daily increase in  
your Holy Spirit more and more, until he comes to your  
everlasting kingdom.  Amen. 

For Reception 

N., we recognize you as a member of the one holy catholic  
and apostolic Church, and we receive you into the fellowship  
of this Communion.  God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  
bless, preserve, and keep you.  Amen. 

The Bishop concludes with this prayer 

Almighty and everlasting God, let your fatherly hand ever be 
over these your servants; let your Holy Spirit ever be with 
them; and so lead them in the knowledge and obedience of 
your Word, that they may serve you in this life, and dwell 
with you in the life to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Announcements 
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The Great Thanksgiving 
Eucharistic Prayer B 
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and 
sings or says 
 The Lord be with you. 
People       And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People      We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People       It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
A  Proper Preface is said by the Celebrant. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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The people stand, kneel, or sit reverently. Then the Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through 
the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last 
days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer 
of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand 
before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 
righteousness, out of death into life. 
 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 
Celebrant and People 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory;  

The Celebrant continues 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to 
your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the 
Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and 
bring us to that heavenly country where, with [                           and] all your saints, we 
may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of 
our salvation. 
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 
People and Celebrant 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
A period of silence is kept. 
 
Then may be sung or said 
 
[Alleluia.] Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. [Alleluia.] 
 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
and may add  
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by 
faith, with thanksgiving. 
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Postcommunion Prayer 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 
Let us pray. 
 
Celebrant and People 
 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
 you have graciously accepted us as living members 
 of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
 and you have fed us with spiritual food 
 in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
 and grant us strength and courage 
 to love and serve you 
 with gladness and singleness of heart; 
  through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
Go Forward Campaign Presentation     
 
Blessing 
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Closing Hymn “Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord.                   Hymn #178 
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The Dismissal 

The Peace 
 
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 
 
 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

 

 

 

Holy Nativity Episcopal Church 

222 North Bonita Ave., Panama City, FL  32401 
Phone: 850-747-4000   FAX: 850-747-4004  

Email: info@holy-nativity.org   Website: www.holy-nativity.org 
 

The Rt. Rev. Russell Kendrick, Bishop 
The Rev. Steve Bates, Rector 

The Rev. Tom Weller, Associate 
 

Sunday Services: 8:00 am and 10:30 am with Children’s Church (Nursery provided) 


