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Welcome to Holy Nativity! 
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Prelude “Prelude” (Cesar Frank)                                                          John Durgan, organist  
 
Opening Hymn “Angels, from the realms of glory”                                             Hymn #93 
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The Word of God 
 
Children’s Time  
All children are invited to come up for children’s time. After, they will follow the cross 
out to participate in children’s church, to return during announcement time.  
 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 
   Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People   And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Celebrant may say 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
The following song of praise is sung, all standing 
 
Song of Praise  “Hymn #96 verse 1”  

   
Angels we have heard on high, singing sweetly through the night, and the 
mountains in reply echoing their brave delight. Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo.  
 
The Collect of the Day 
The Celebrant says to the people 
 
 The Lord be with you. 
People        And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
 
Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we 
are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help 
and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy 
Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
The people sit.  
 
The Lessons 

 
The First Lesson: Isaiah 35:1-10 
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The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, 
and rejoice with joy and singing. 

 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the LORD, 

the majesty of our God. 
 

Strengthen the weak hands, 
and make firm the feeble knees. 

Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
"Be strong, do not fear! 

Here is your God. 
He will come with vengeance, 

with terrible recompense. 
He will come and save you." 

 
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 

and streams in the desert; 
the burning sand shall become a pool, 

and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 

the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
 

A highway shall be there, 
and it shall be called the Holy Way; 

the unclean shall not travel on it, 
but it shall be for God's people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 

No lion shall be there, 
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

they shall not be found there, 
but the redeemed shall walk there. 

And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, 
and come to Zion with singing; 
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everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
they shall obtain joy and gladness,  
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.    The Word of the Lord.  

 
People  Thanks be to God.      

Psalm 146:4-9  Lauda, anima mea 

4 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! * 
whose hope is in the LORD their God; 

 
5 Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; * 

who keeps his promise for ever; 
 
6 Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, * 

and food to those who hunger. 
 
7 The LORD sets the prisoners free; 

the LORD opens the eyes of the blind; * 
the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 

 
8 The LORD loves the righteous; 

the LORD cares for the stranger; * 
he sustains the orphan and widow, 
but frustrates the way of the wicked. 

 
9 The LORD shall reign for ever, * 

your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. 
Hallelujah! 

 
The Second Reading: James 5:7-10 
 
Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the 
precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the 
late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the 
Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be 
judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of suffering and 
patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
The Word of the Lord.  

People  Thanks be to God.      
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Sequence Hymn  “While shepherds watched their flocks”                                Hymn # 94 
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Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (11:2-11) 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his 
disciples and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for 
another?” Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind 
receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead 
are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone 
who takes no offense at me.” 
 
As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you 
go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you 
go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are 
in royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and 
more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written, 
 

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way before you.’ 

 
“Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John 
the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon           The Rev. Steve Bates 
 
On Sundays and other Major Feasts there follows, all standing 
 
The Nicene Creed  
 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
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 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People: Form III    
 
People may remain standing, kneel, or sit reverently. 
The Leader and People pray responsively 
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
Silence 
 
The Leader and People pray responsively 
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
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We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
Give to the departed eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. Silence 

 
 

Remember in Prayer 
(Names stay on the list for 3 months. If someone needs to stay on longer, contact Madge Smith at  

madge@holy-nativity.org or 747-4000. Always get permission from the person before you add them.) 

 
From our congregation: Alice Kinney, Carl Harris, Mary Troxell, Sarah Mason, 
Hannah Davis, Tim Phillips, Inge Churchill, David Burris, Liz Robin, Kelly Roberson, 
Terry Jangula, Ursula Hixson, Jeannette Tremaine, Jerry Darnell, Edyth Brown, 
Gerhard Klaassen, Florence Fortier, Corey and Brianna Kelly, Susan Nelson, Sue White, 
Nell Barnett, Margaret Young Mary and Marv, David Landreth. 
 
For our friends:  Ernie Gentry, Anne Rockwell, Sandra Roose, Kathy Christian and her 
family, Denise, Robert Simpson, Dylan Wood, Charlie Mann, Bob and Debbie Snugg, Ted 
Haney, Rosa Kulik, Myrna McKinley, Sebi MacKay, Amelia Davis, Jason Moss, Tine 
Guida. 

 
In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer we pray for St. John’s in Pensacola. 
 
In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for The Anglican Church of Kenya. 
  
We pray for all active duty in the Armed Forces serving in Bay County and 
throughout the world: Michael Darrah, Stacey Johnson, Christopher Landess, Joseph 
Railey, Jeremy Hough, Wes Eberhard, Stacey Holliday, Caleb Loveland, Robert Ice, 
Andrew Frye, Michael Keller, Rex Brown, Nicholas Longden, Marcus Duffy, James 
Cowart, Austin Johnson. 
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We pray for those celebrating birthdays: Dec. 11: Lara Provencher,  Dec. 14: Grace 
Ennis, Hunter Lark,  Dec. 16: Mark Brust, Marla Churchill,  Dec. 17: John Niziol. 
 
No anniversaries this week.  

The Altar Flowers are given this Sunday by Max and Joyce Dannecker in 
celebration of Kathy Harris’ birthday.  

The Deacon or Celebrant says 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Silence may be kept. 
 
Minister and People 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 
 
The Celebrant concludes with an absolution or suitable collect. 
 
The Peace 
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 
 
 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 
Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

javascript:alert(%22Relative%20URLs%20will%20not%20work%20in%20emails,%20please%20make%20sure%20all%20links%20start%20with%20http://%20or%20https://%22);
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Greetings and Announcements  
 

The Holy Communion 
 
The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with a sentence of Scripture 
 
Offertory “Il Est Nee Le Devin Enfant” (Michael Joseph)               John Durgan, organist 
 
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings  (Old 100th) 
  
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures, here below; 
 Praise God above ye heavenly host: 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 
The Great Thanksgiving 
Eucharistic Prayer A 
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and 
sings or says 
 The Lord be with you. 
People       And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People      We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People       It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
A Proper Preface is said by the Celebrant. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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Sanctus   “Holy, holy, holy Lord”                                                         Hymnal #S-130  
Celebrant and People 
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The people stand, kneel, or sit reverently. Then the Celebrant continues 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, then we 
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, 
to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, “Drink this, all of you:  This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
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you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Celebrant and People 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

The Celebrant continues 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and 
at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  

People and Celebrant 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
A period of silence is kept. 
 
Then may be sung or said 
 
[Alleluia.] Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. [Alleluia.] 
 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
and may add  
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by 
faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
Communion Music (feel free to sing along) 
 
Hymn 82  
 
1. Of the Father’s love begotten, ere the worlds began to be, he is Alpha and Omega, 
he the source, the ending he, of the things that are, that have been, and that future years 
shall see, evermore and evermore! 
 
2. O that birth for ever blessed, when the Virgin, full of grace, by the Holy Ghost 
conceiving, bore the Savior of our race; and the Babe, the world’s Redeemer, first 
revealed his sacred face, evermore and evermore! 
 
3. Let the heights of heaven adore him; angel hosts, his praises sing; powers, dominions, 
bow before him, and extol our God and King; let no tongue on earth be silent, every voice 
in concert ring, evermore and evermore! 
 
4. Christ, to thee with God the Father, and, O Holy Ghost, to thee, hymn and chant and 
high thanksgiving, and unwearied praises be; honor, glory and dominion,  and eternal 
victory, evermore and evermore! 
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Hymn 101 

1. Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 
2. The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes. 
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 
and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 
 
3. Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 
close by me for ever, and love me I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 
and fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 

 
Postcommunion Prayer 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 
Let us pray. 
 
Celebrant and People 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
 you have graciously accepted us as living members 
 of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
 and you have fed us with spiritual food 
 in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
 and grant us strength and courage 
 to love and serve you 
 with gladness and singleness of heart; 
  through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Benediction and Blessing 
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Closing Hymn: “Angels we have heard on high”                                                Hymn #96 
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Deacon, or a Priest, dismisses the people. 
The People respond  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Postlude                               John Durgan, organist 
 
 
 
 
 

Today’s Ministers 
 

Preacher/Celebrant   The Rev. Steve Bates 
Organist/Dir. Of Choirs John Durgan    
Chalice Bearers        Dan and Laura Johnson 
Lector         Ivan Pereira 
Acolytes                  Kate Leebrick, Jackson and Laney Lee, Alex Moore  
Ushers             John Thompson and Chris Mills 
Greeter        Michael Fuller 
Altar Guild                      Marla Churchill, Amy Russell, Barbara Knowles 
Dir. Of Video Prod.    A. J. Jeffery 
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Advent and Christmas Season Schedule 2022 
   

Dec. 4 (Sun)  A Morning with St. Nicholas at the 10:30 am service. 

Join us for this special Sunday to celebrate St. Nicholas 

Day.  There will be activities and surprises for the 

children.  

 

Dec. 7 (Wed) A Festival of Lessons and Carols at 6 pm.  

Join us for this very special service filled with the 

scriptural lessons and wonderful music of the season.   

  

Dec. 11 (Sun) Children’s Pajama Party at the 10:30 am service. 

Wear your favorite pajamas to church and bring a new 

set of pajamas or a stuffed animal or a bedtime 

storybook to be presented at church at the 10:30 am 

service for those who need them.  

 

Dec. 14 (Wed) Caroling in the Cove!  

Join us for our Casual Eucharist at 5:30 pm followed by 

supper. Then we will go caroling in our neighborhood 

of the Cove. 

   

Dec. 24 (Sat) Christmas Eve Services 

4:30 pm Christmas Eve Service with the Children’s 

Christmas Pageant 

   10:30 pm  Christmas Eve Service  

 

Dec. 25 (Sun)  Sunday Services 

   8:00 am  Holy Eucharist Rite One 

   10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite Two  
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SAINTS ALIVE 
This Week at Holy Nativity 

Please check our website at www.holy-nativity.org for the latest information about programs and events. Go 
to www.diocgc.org to check out everything about the Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast. 

 
 

Advent Outreach Opportunities! 

1. Angel Tree: The Angel Tree is set up in the 
foyer.  Pick an ornament and sign the sheet. All 
names are residents of St. Andrews Bay Nursing 
Home. The deadline for returning your gifts is 
Dec. 14th.  
 
2. Family Services Family: Make your check 
out to Holy Nativity and note on your check, 
“Advent Outreach Family”. You can also go to our 
website and give online. Pick the “other” tab and 
note what it is for.   
 
3. Youth “Love Thy Neighbor” Collection: 
Last Day to bring supplies for Anchorage 
Children’s Home SOAR program is Dec. 11th.  
Look for a list in the back of the church or in the 
What’s Happening email.  Place your items in the 
box in the foyer. 
  

Holy Nativity  

Episcopal Church 

 

222 North Bonita Ave.,  
Panama City, FL  32401 
Phone: 850-747-4000     

FAX: 850-747-4004  
Email: info@holy-nativity.org   

Website: www.holy-nativity.org 
 

 
 

The Rt. Rev. Russell Kendrick, Bishop 
The Rev. Steve Bates, Rector 

The Rev. Tom Weller, Associate 
 

SERVICES 
Sundays 
8:00 am  Holy Eucharist, Rite One                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 (Nursery provided) 
9:15 am   Adult Sunday School  
10:30 am Holy Eucharist, Rite Two 
 (Children’s Christian 
 Education & nursery is 
 provided) 
 
Wednesdays 
5:30 pm five-thirty service 
 followed by dinner and 
 programs (Sept. – May)   
 

 


