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Welcome to Holy Nativity! 
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Prelude “Freu Dich Sehr O Meine Seele” (Siegfried Karg-Eert)    John Durgan, organist       
     
Processional Hymn “We know that Christ is raised”                                  Hymn #296 
 

 
 

The Word of God 
 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 
   Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
 
People   The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
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The Celebrant may say 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
The following song of praise is sung, all standing 
  
Song of Praise                   Hymn #362, v. 1 
       
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! Early in the morning our song shall 
rise to thee: Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty, God in three Persons, 
blessed Trinity.  
 
The Collect of the Day 

 
The Celebrant says to the people 
 The Lord be with you. 
People        And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
 
O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of 
bread: Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming 
work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen. 
 
The people sit.  
 
The Lessons 

First Reading Acts 2:14a,36-41 

Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd, “Let the 
entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and 
Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 
 
Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the 
other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” Peter said to them, “Repent, and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be 
forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you, 
for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God 
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calls to him.” And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, 
saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” So those who welcomed his 
message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added. 
The Word of the Lord. 
 
People  Thanks be to God.      
 

Psalm 116:1-3, 10-17  Dilexi, quoniam 

1 I love the LORD, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, * 
because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him. 

 
2 The cords of death entangled me; 

the grip of the grave took hold of me; * 
I came to grief and sorrow. 

 
3 Then I called upon the Name of the LORD: * 

"O LORD, I pray you, save my life." 
 
10 How shall I repay the LORD * 

for all the good things he has done for me? 
 
11 I will lift up the cup of salvation * 

and call upon the Name of the LORD. 
 
12 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD * 

in the presence of all his people. 
 
13 Precious in the sight of the LORD * 

is the death of his servants. 
 
14 O LORD, I am your servant; * 

I am your servant and the child of your handmaid; 
you have freed me from my bonds. 

 
15 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving * 

and call upon the Name of the LORD. 
 
16 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD * 

in the presence of all his people, 
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17 In the courts of the LORD’s house, * 
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 
Hallelujah! 

 
 

The Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:17-23 

If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their 
deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. You know that you were 
ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable 
things like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb 
without defect or blemish. He was destined before the foundation of the world, but 
was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. Through him you have come to 
trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith 
and hope are set on God. 
 
Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you 
have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. You have been 
born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and 
enduring word of God.   The Word of the Lord. 
 
People  Thanks be to God.      
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The Sequence Hymn   “Hail thou once despised Jesus!”                                Hymn #495 
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Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (24:13-35). 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Now on that same day two of Jesus' disciples were going to a village called Emmaus, 
about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these 
things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself 
came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And 
he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” 
They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered 
him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that 
have taken place there in these days?” He asked them, “What things?” They replied, 
“The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word 
before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him 
over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the 
one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these 
things took place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at 
the tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came 
back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was 
alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the 
women had said; but they did not see him.” Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish 
you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it 
not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his 
glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the 
things about himself in all the scriptures. 
 
As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he 
were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is 
almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 
When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it 
to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished 
from their sight. They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us 
while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” 
That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven 
and their companions gathered together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen 
indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the 
road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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The Sermon           The Rev. Tom Weller 
 
On Sundays and other Major Feasts there follows, all standing 

 
The Baptismal Covenant 

 
Bishop  Do you believe in God the Father? 
 
People  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Bishop  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
 
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
Bishop  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
 
People  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic Church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. 
 
 Bishop  Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, 
  in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 
 
People  I will, with God’s help. 
 
Bishop  Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever 
 you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 
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People  I will, with God’s help. 
 
Bishop  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good 
 News of God in Christ? 
 
People  I will, with God’s help. 
 
Bishop  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving 
 your neighbor as yourself? 
 
People  I will, with God’s help. 
 
Bishop  Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, 
 and respect the dignity of every human being? 
 
People  I will, with God’s help. 
 
 
The Prayers of the People: Form III    
 
People may remain standing, kneel, or sit reverently. 
The Leader and People pray responsively 
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
Silence 
 
The Leader and People pray responsively 
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
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Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
Give to the departed eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.  
Silence 

 
Remember in Prayer 

(Names stay on the list for 3 months. If someone needs to stay on longer, contact Madge Smith at  
madge@holy-nativity.org or 747-4000. Always get permission from the person before you add them.) 

 
From our congregation: Alice Kinney, Carl Harris, Mary Troxell, Sarah Mason, 
Hannah Davis, Inge Churchill, David Burris, Liz Robin, Terry Jangula, Ursula Hixson, 
Jeannette Tremaine, Edyth Brown, Gerhard Klaassen, Florence Fortier, Corey and 
Brianna Kelly, Sue White, Tim Phillips, Dianna Hawthorne. 
 
For our friends: Earl Leavins, Ted Haney, Randy, Rosemary Martin, Lee Hardy, 
Brenda Wikins, Lauren Godwin, Zach Baird, Robert Shell, Connie Gillis, John and 
Barbara Daniel, Sandra Roose, Jason Moss, Rosa Kulik, Bob and Debbie Snuggs, Charlie 
Mann, Dylan Wood, Michelle Faircloth, Denise, Maddie, Katie. 
 
In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer we pray for Christ Church Cathedral in Mobile. 
 
In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for The Church of the Province of Uganda. 
 
We pray for all active duty in the Armed Forces serving in Bay County and 
throughout the world: Wes Eberhard, Stacey Holliday, Marcus Duffy, James Cowart, 
Austin Johnson, Michael Darrah, Robert Ice. 
 
We pray for those celebrating birthdays: Apr. 23: Lilly Grace Casady, Mandy Lark, 
Wyatt Syfrett,  Apr. 25: Ella Cole, Robert Dozar,  Apr. 26: Adam Cantrell, Apr. 27: Faith 
Smith,  Apr. 28: Abram Jeffery,  Apr. 29: Bailey Melzer, Madge Smith.  
 
We pray for those celebrating anniversaries: Apr. 23: Edward and Mary Kathryn 
San Juan,  Apr. 28: Stewart and Kaew Sumpton.  

javascript:alert(%22Relative%20URLs%20will%20not%20work%20in%20emails,%20please%20make%20sure%20all%20links%20start%20with%20http://%20or%20https://%22);
javascript:alert(%22Relative%20URLs%20will%20not%20work%20in%20emails,%20please%20make%20sure%20all%20links%20start%20with%20http://%20or%20https://%22);
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The Altar Flowers are given today by John and Peggy Vasta, Christina Jansenius 
and her family, Joe, Cole, and RJ in honor of their son’s fifth anniversary of going to be 
with our Father on April 14, 2018. Also, by Austin and Janae Syfrett in celebration of 
Wyatt’s birthday.  

The Peace 
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 
 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 
Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 
 
Greetings and Announcements  
 

The Holy Communion 
 
The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with a sentence of Scripture 
 
Offertory  “Fugue in F Major” (J. S. Bach)                                        John Durgan, organist 
 
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings  (Old 100th) 
  
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures, here below; 
 Praise God above ye heavenly host: 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
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The Great Thanksgiving 
Eucharistic Prayer B 
 
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and 
sings or says 
 The Lord be with you. 
People       And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People      We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People       It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
A  Proper Preface is said by the Celebrant. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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Sanctus   “Holy, holy, holy Lord”                                                             Hymnal #S-130  
Celebrant and People 
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The people stand, kneel, or sit reverently. Then the Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through 
the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last 
days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer 
of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand 
before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 
righteousness, out of death into life. 
 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
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Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 
Celebrant and People 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory;  

The Celebrant continues 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to 
your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the 
Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and 
bring us to that heavenly country where, with [                           and] all your saints, we 
may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of 
our salvation. 
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  

People and Celebrant 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
The Breaking of the Bread 
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The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
A period of silence is kept. 
 
Then may be sung or said 
 
[Alleluia.] Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. [Alleluia.] 
 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
and may add  
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by 
faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
 
Postcommunion Prayer 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 
Let us pray. 
 
Celebrant and People 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
 you have graciously accepted us as living members 
 of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
 and you have fed us with spiritual food 
 in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
 and grant us strength and courage 
 to love and serve you 
 with gladness and singleness of heart; 
  through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
Benediction and Blessing 
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Closing Hymn “He is risen, he is risen!”                                                               Hymn # 180 
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The Deacon, or a Priest, dismisses the people. 
The People respond  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 

Postlude                                   John Durgan, organist 
 

Today’s Ministers 
 
Preacher /Celebrant  The Rev. Tom Weller 
Organist/Dir. Of Choirs John Durgan 
Chalice Bearers         Joe Ciccarelli and Kelly Roberson   Brian Leebrick and Scott Clemons 
Acolytes        Kate Leebrick, Grady and Finn Oenbrink, Charlotte 

Eberhard  
Lector        Jenny Collier           
Ushers        Ian Crelling and Daniel Melzer 
Greeters        Jani Smith 
Altar Guild       Gene and Kathleen Wicker, Joyce Dannecker, Melanie 

Cox 
Dir. Of Video Production A. J. Jeffery 
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SAINTS ALIVE 
Please check our website at www.holy-nativity.org for the latest information about programs and 
events. Go to www.diocgc.org to check out everything about the Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast. 

 
 

Mark Your Calendars for Upcoming Events 
 

April 30   Steak and Bake benefitting Wilmer Hall Children’s Home  
       (Sign up sheets on the Welcome Table) 

May 6   Coronation Celebration Tea (Visit the table in the foyer) 
May 7  Instructed Eucharist 
May 14  Mother’s Day Service/Honoring our Graduates/Acolyte Recognition 
May 21   Bishop’s Visit and Confirmation 
Sept. 17  Shell Island Sunday   

 
Instructed Eucharist: Everyone is invited to join Fr. Steve on May 7th at 9:15 am as he 
teaches us about the Eucharist and why we do the things we do during the service.  
 
Honoring our Graduates! On May 14th, Mother’s Day, we will be honoring our 
graduates. If you have a graduate in your home, please contact the church office at 
madgejsmith@gmail.com or 850-747-4000. 
 
Steak and Bake for Wilmer Hall has been scheduled for April 30th.  Sign up 
sheets are on the welcome table. This fundraiser is for our Diocesan Children’s Home 
located in Mobile, AL. Go to wilmerhall.org to find out more about Wilmer Hall. SIGN 
UP TODAY! WE NEED A COUNT SO WE CAN ORDER STEAKS. 
 
Confirmation Classes for Adults and Youth have been scheduled for April 16 and 
April 30, with a makeup class on May 7. If you or your youth would like to be confirmed 
into the Episcopal Church on May 21, when the Bishop is visiting, please contact the 
church office at madge@holy-nativity.org or 850-747-4000. Fr. Tom’s class of 
“Episcopal 101” is open to everyone, not only folks interested in being confirmed, but 
anyone who would like to know more, or enjoy a refresher course about the Episcopal 
Church. 
 
Bishop’s Visit on May 21st:  Bishop George Young will be visiting us on May 21st 
(Bishop Russell Kendrick will be on sabbatical) for our yearly visit. We will celebrate his 
visit and our confirmands with a brunch at 9:15 am. Please bring your favorite brunch 
food!  
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Coronation Celebration Tea 

On May 6, 2023, please join us in Battin Hall for Holy 
Nativity Episcopal Church’s “Coronation Celebration 
Tea.” We will be celebrating the royal coronation of 
British King Charles III (Windsor-Mountbatten) which 
will take place at Westminster Abbey in London. 
Although the viewing time is not yet available, our tea 
is planned for 2 pm. Join us for tea, light food and 
sweets while celebrating the new king and head of the 
Church of England.  
 
We are looking for twelve table-hosts and volunteers to 
provide tea sandwiches, scones, and sweets. Tea will be 
provided. Table Hosts will be responsible for 
decorating their table along with being the table host 
and will need to pay $20. The sign up sheets are in the 
church foyer. Look for the Coronation Tea table.  
 
Reservations are $20.00 per seat with 12-tables and 
seven-seats-per-table. All proceeds will go to charity.  
There are 3 ways you can make a payment.  

1. Write a check and note “Coronation Tea” on 
your check. 

2. Pay cash and note on your envelope 
“Coronation Tea” 

3. Pay online through our website,  
www.holy-nativity.org. After 
clicking the online giving tab, click 
on “other” or use the QR code.  

 
For any additional information, contact Nancy Roupp 
at cavaliergirls@gmail.com or  850-693-5825. 

Holy Nativity  

Episcopal Church 

 

222 North Bonita Ave.,  
Panama City, FL  32401 
Phone: 850-747-4000     

FAX: 850-747-4004  
Email: info@holy-nativity.org   

Website: www.holy-nativity.org 
 

 
 

The Rt. Rev. Russell Kendrick, Bishop 
The Rev. Steve Bates, Rector 

The Rev. Tom Weller, Associate 
 

SERVICES 
Sundays 
8:00 am  Holy Eucharist, Rite One                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 (Nursery provided) 
9:15 am  (Sept. – May)   
 Adult/Youth Christian 
 Education & Children’s 
 Chapel  
10:30 am Holy Eucharist, Rite Two 
 (Children’s Christian 
 Education & nursery is 
 provided) 
 
Wednesdays 
5:30 pm five-thirty service 
 followed by dinner and 
 programs (Sept. – May)   
 
6:00 pm SummerTime: Evening 
 Prayer followed by dinner 
 (June –August) 
 

 

mailto:cavaliergirls@gmail.com

